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PREFACE
The Bible
The words of the Bible are the very words of God our
Creator speaking to us. They are completely truthful;1 they are
pure; 2 they are powerful;3 and they are wise and righteous.4 We
should read these words with reverence and awe,5 and with joy
and delight.6 Through these words God gives us eternal life,7
and daily nourishes our spiritual lives.8
The ESV Translation
The English Standard Version® (ESV ®) stands in the classic
stream of English Bible translations that goes back nearly five
centuries. In this stream, accurate faithfulness to the original
text is combined with simplicity, beauty, and dignity of expression. Our goal has been to carry forward this legacy for this
generation and generations to come.
The ESV is an “essentially literal” translation that seeks
as far as possible to reproduce the meaning and structure of
the original text and the personal style of each Bible writer.
We have sought to be “as literal as possible” while maintaining clear expression and literary excellence. Therefore the ESV
is well suited for both personal reading and church ministry,
for devotional reflection and serious study, and for Scripture
memorization.
1 Ps. 119:160; Prov. 30:5; Titus 1:2; Heb. 6:18 2 Ps. 12:6 3 Jer. 23:29; Heb. 4:12; 1 Pet. 1:23
4 Ps. 19:7–11 5 Deut. 28:58; Ps. 119:74; Isa. 66:2 6 Ps. 19:7–11; 119:14, 97, 103; Jer. 15:16
7 John 6:68; 1 Pet. 1:23 8 Deut. 32:46; Matt. 4:4

The ESV Publishing Team
The ESV publishing team has included more than a hundred people. The fourteen-member Translation Oversight
Committee benefited from the work of fifty biblical experts
serving as Translation Review Scholars and from the comments
of the more than fifty members of the Advisory Council. This
international team from many denominations shares a common commitment to the truth of God’s Word and to historic
Christian orthodoxy.
To God’s Honor and Praise
We know that no Bible translation is perfect; but we also
know that God uses imperfect and inadequate things to his
honor and praise. So to God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit —
and to his people — we offer what we have done, with our
prayers that it may prove useful, with gratitude for much help
given, and with ongoing wonder that our God should ever have
entrusted to us so momentous a task.
To God alone be the glory!
The Translation Oversight Committee
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The Genealogy of Jesus Christ
The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David,
the son of Abraham.
2
Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of
Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, 3 and
Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the
father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Ram, 4 and Ram
the father of Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of
Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, 5 and Salmon
the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by
Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, 6 and Jesse the father of
David the king.
And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah,
7
and Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the
father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asaph, 8 and Asaph
the father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram,
and Joram the father of Uzziah, 9 and Uzziah the father of
Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father
of Hezekiah, 10 and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and
Manasseh the father of Amos, and Amos the father of Josiah,
11
and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the
time of the deportation to Babylon.
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And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was
the father of Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel,
13
and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of
Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, 14 and Azor the father
of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father
of Eliud, 15 and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the
father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, 16 and Jacob
the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was
born, who is called Christ.
17
So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, and from David to the deportation to Babylon
fourteen generations, and from the deportation to Babylon to
the Christ fourteen generations.
The Birth of Jesus Christ
18
Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way.
When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before
they came together she was found to be with child from the
Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and
unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of
the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of
David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son,
and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people
from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord
had spoken by the prophet:
23

“ Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
		and they shall call his name Immanuel”

